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This  course  addresses  the  potential  of  international  human  rights  law  to  move  beyond  its 
traditional  mission  of  protecting  universal  features  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  human  being.  We 
will  first  explore  the  proposition  that  international  human  rights  law  should  engage  more  closely 
normative  questions  surrounding  the  allocation,  distribution  and  protection  of  sovereign 
authority,  and  orient  its  commitments  toward  the  promotion  of  a  just  international  distribution 
of  sovereign  power.  This  part  of  the  course  will  focus  on  the  role  that  cultural,  minority  and 
indigenous  rights,  and  the  right  of  self-determination,  play  in  the  promotion  of  a  just 
international  legal  order.  We  will  then  assess  whether  and  how  the  field  should  strive  to 
mitigate  some  of  the  adverse  distributional  consequences  of  economic  globalization.  This  part  of 
the  course  will  focus  on  the  relationship  between  (i)  international  economic  and  social  rights, 
equality  rights,  labour  rights,  and  the  right  to  development;  and  (ii)  international  legal 
commitments  to  the  liberalization  of  trade,  services  and  development.  The  course  will  relate 
both  normative  inquiries  to  legal  and  institutional  developments  in  the  United  Nations  Charter 
and  treaty  organizations,  the  International  Labour  Organization,  the  Council  of  Europe,  the 
European  Union,  the  World  Bank,  and  the  World  Trade  Organization.  Readings  for  the  course 
will  juxtapose;  (a)  decisions  and  views  of  international  and  regional  human  rights  bodies;  (b) 
programmatic  approaches  adopted  by  regional  and  international  institutions;  and  (c)  the  work 
of  selected  legal  and  political  theorists  on  the  nature  of  sovereignty,  nationalism, 
cosmopolitanism,  and  international  distributive  justice. 

Evaluation:  A  final  paper  6000-7500  words  (25  pages)  (75%)  and  class  participation  which 
includes  attendance  and  input  into  discussion  (25%) 


ii 


' 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


1.  Theoretical  Perspectives 

James  Griffin,  On  Human  Rights  (Oxford:  Oxford  University  Press,  2009)  1-33 . 1 

Charles  Beitz,  The  Idea  of  Human  Rights  (Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press,  2009) 

97-141 . 18 

Saladin  Meckled-Garcia  and  Ba§ak  £ali,  "Lost  in  Translation:  The  human  rights  ideal  and 
international  human  rights  law"  . 37 

2.  The  Right  of  Self-Determination 

Diane  Orentlicher,  "Separation  Anxiety:  International  Responses  to  Ethno-Separatist 

Claims" . 48 

Avishai  Margalit  &  Joseph  Raz,  "National  Self-Determination" . 76 

Reference  re  Secession  of  Quebec,  [1998]  2  SCR  217 . 99 

Stephen  Ratner,  "Drawing  a  Better  Line:  Uti  Possidetis  and  the  Borders  of  New  States" . 110 

3.  Indigenous  Rights 

Patrick  Macklem,  "Indigenous  Recognition  in  International  Law" . 145 

Stephen  Allen,  "The  UN  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples" . 184 

4.  Minority  Rights 

Will  Kymlicka,  Multicultural  Odysseys  (Oxford:  Oxford  University  Press,  2007)  173-246 . 204 

5.  Freedom  of  Religion 

Cha'are  Shalom  VeTsedek  v.  France,  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  (2000) . 242 

Refah  Partisi  v.  Turkey,  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  (2003) . 253 

Sahin  v.  Turkey,  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  (2005) . 278 

Dogru  v.  France,  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  (2008) . 300 

6.  Social  Rights 

Colm  O'Cinneide,  "Bringing  Socio-Economic  Rights  Back  into  the  Mainstream  of  Human 

Rights" . 322 

Charles  Beitz,  The  Idea  of  Human  Rights  (Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press)  160-174 . 353 

7.  The  Right  to  Development 

Jack  Donnelly,  "In  Search  of  the  Unicorn" . 365 

Margot  Salomon,  "Legal  Cosmopolitanism  and  the  Normative  Contribution  of  the  Right 

to  Development" . 402 

Christian  Barry  &  Laura  Valentini,  "Egalitarian  Challenges  to  Global  Egalitarianism:  A 
Critique" . 416 

iii 


